CASE STUDY #2: CRAIG & SAMANTHA



Complainant:
Alleged harasser: Witness:
First responder: Investigator:

Craig-Rising Senior on Men’s Gymnastics Team Samantha-Rising Senior on Women’s Rugby Team
[bookmark: _GoBack]Steve-A student at Tessera and Craig's roommate

Deputy Title IX Coordinator


For the last three years, Samantha, a rising senior full back on the women’s rugby team, the toughest player in the conference has been dating Craig, also a rising senior and team captain on the men's gymnastics team. Their relationship is quite serious and the two have even discussed marriage, though Craig is hesitant to commit until Samantha controls her drinking and her behavior when she is drunk. When sober, Samantha is engaging, light-hearted and easy-going, but when she drinks heavily, she becomes aggressive, destructive and prone to yelling at people and getting into fights. Her teammates typically keep a close watch on Samantha if she goes out or is at a party and occasionally it takes two or three of them to keep Samantha under control. They know that Samantha cannot afford any other problems because she was suspended the previous year for her third alcohol and disruptive behavior incident. During her suspension, Samantha received some counseling and it seems to have helped her drink less and make more mature decisions; at least until Friday night.

Three days ago (Friday), Craig and Samantha got into a very loud and public argument at breakfast in the athletes' dining hall. At the end of the argument, Craig told Samantha he was cancelling their plans for that night and that they both needed some time to calm down; Samantha agreed.

That night, Samantha and some of her teammates played X-box in Samantha's room and began drinking a few beers (Samantha is 22 years old). One of the teammates brought whiskey and Samantha made herself a very strong whiskey and coke.  Her friends left for a party and Samantha, who told her friends she was just going to bed, continued drinking. As she became very drunk, she began to get worried, frustrated and angry about the state of her relationship with Craig. She felt she really needed to talk to him.

At about 1:00am, Samantha made her way over to the off-campus apartment Craig and his roommate were renting nearby, banged on the living room window and yelled that she wanted to talk to Craig. Craig refused to let her in because she was both drunk and angry.
Samantha threatened to break down the door if he did not let her in. Craig told her to go home, go to bed and they could talk in the morning.  Samantha yelled and cursed, then started to cry saying she could not live without Craig and she just needed to talk.  Craig still refused to let her into the house and Samantha became very angry and swung a chair at a window near the door and breaking it. Craig told Samantha she was out of control and he was going to call the police.




He pulled out his phone, but before he could dial, Samantha broke the rest of the window near the front door, reached in, unlocked the door, threw it open and charged at Craig screaming at him to "put the f-ing phone down!" Craig yelled and ran to his bedroom with Samantha chasing him. Craig tried to close the door, but Samantha managed to wedge herself between the door and the jam and forced the door back open, calling him a "little bitch." Craig backed away and they continued to yell at each other.  Samantha charged at Craig, reaching for the phone, but Craig kept his arm extended and away from her.

The two wrestled a bit as Samantha tried to reach the phone and when she couldn't, Samantha reached for Craig's neck, and put her hand around the front of it, still trying to get to the phone. The two hit and toppled onto the bed, with Samantha on top, her hand still on his neck, reaching for the phone with her other hand. Craig could not breathe well and slapped at Samantha's face.  Samantha grabbed the Chemistry text book on Craig’s headboard and swung it at Craig’s head striking him in they eye.  Craig was bleeding profusely from a gash on his forehead from the contact.  Craig screaming in pain brought Samantha back to her senses. She quickly got off the bed, said she was so sorry, that she did not know what came over her. She tried to comfort Craig and stop the bleeding. She told him that a phone call to the police would end her rugby career and then she would be kicked out of school. Craig, sobbing, screamed at Samantha that she needed help and he could not keep doing this. Samantha, also sobbing, apologized again and left.

Craig's roommate, Steve   who had barricaded himself into  his own bedroom when Samantha burst through the door (unfortunately his cell phone was in the kitchen), told Craig to call the police. Craig, however, called the person he trusted the most – his coach. His coach rushed over to the apartment and convinced Craig that Samantha needed help and Craig gave the coach permission to call the police.

The police arrived, took statements, photos of the damage to the house, the bruising and marks on Craig’s head and arrested Samantha. The next day in conversation with the school's Deputy Title IX Coordinator/Investigator, the gymnastics coach indicated, to the obvious surprise of the Deputy Coordinator, that this was the third time Samantha has done something like this; the previous two times the coach said he simply "worked the situation out" with an Assistant Coach.

Assuming a formal investigation was initiated at the request of the complainant:
· What questions would you have for the Craig, the complainant?
· What questions would you have for Steve, the roommate?
· What role does witnessing a violent situation happening to someone else play to a person not directly involved?
· What questions would you have for the gymnastics coach?
· What questions would you have for Samantha, the respondent?
· Based on the information provided, would these allegations, if true, constitute a violation of the Sexual Misconduct Policy as it pertains to Dating Violence? If so, which section(s)?
· How do you react if the complainant should want to get her help, but doesn’t want her kicked off the team or out of school?

