CASE STUDY: DHARMA AND GREG

Complainant: Greg Gibson
Respondent: Dharma Elfman
Witness: Kitty Montgomery

PART 1

On July 25, 2019, Greg Gibson met with Jenna Cler in the Title IX and Disability Office. In this meeting, Mr. Gibson described an incident of possible sexual misconduct involving another student, Dharma Elfman. Ms. Cler explained to Mr. Gibson his rights as a complainant and his options for moving forward, and at the conclusion of this meeting, Mr. Gibson decided that he wanted to proceed with a formal investigation. With Ms. Cler’s assistance, Mr. Gibson scheduled an appointment with Office for Student Conflict Resolution investigators January Boten and Debra Imel for July 29, 2019.

STATEMENT OF GREG GIBSON

On July 21, 2019, I received a picture of a woman’s crotch via text message from an unknown number. First, I googled the number but was unable to figure out who owned that number. As a last resort, I searched for the number on Facebook, and it turns out that number is attached to the account of Dharma Elfman, who is actually my friend on Facebook (I have a lot!). I am sort of acquainted with Dharma, as she is a sorority sister of my ex-girlfriend, Kitty Montgomery. We never talked or hung out much; we would basically say “hi” if we saw each other on campus. But I haven’t seen or spoken to her since Kitty and I broke up in December.

Anyway, after I got the message, I called the number (with my outbound caller ID blocked) and got her voicemail, which said simply, “This is Dharma. Leave a message.” I called again, and someone answered. I asked if it was Dharma, and she said that it was. I asked if her last name was “Elfman,” and she said, “Yes.” Then I hung up on her.

Just to be clear, I had never communicated with Dharma via text before (I never had her number), and I absolutely did not consent to receiving anything pornographic from her.

END PART 1

1. What questions, if any, do you have for Greg Gibson?

2. Based on the information provided, would these allegations, if true, constitute a violation of the Sexual Misconduct Policy? If so, which section(s)?






PART 2

STATEMENT OF DHARMA ELFMAN

I’m very surprised to be here today and was shocked when I received the charge notice you sent me. I didn’t really remember Mr. Gibson, though his name sounded somewhat familiar. I figured out that I was Facebook friends with him and realized that he was Kitty’s ex. Although Kitty and I are friends, she never really talked or talks much about him. 

In any event, I also checked my phone, and I have no text conversations on July 21, and I couldn’t find any pornographic pictures on my phone. 

Dean Boten asked Ms. Elfman if she was aware of the Recently Deleted album on iPhones, and she said that she was not. They checked this album together in the meeting and found the image that had been sent to Mr. Gibson.

Well, it is very strange that the image is on my phone, because I definitely didn’t send it. I would never send a picture like that to anyone, especially someone I don’t even know. I guess I occasionally leave my phone sitting around in the sorority house when I’m hanging out with friends or playing video games. I can’t remember what exactly I was doing that day, but it is possible that someone else had access to my phone. 

STATEMENT OF KITTY MONTGOMERY

When you asked me to come in and speak about an incident that occurred on July 21, I searched through my phone to figure out what I had been doing. After that, I remembered that I had a friend from SIU visiting that day and we watched a football game together. I know that Dharma was with us for part of the day, because I distinctly remember the three of us playing video games at one point. We certainly didn’t talk about Greg at any point. I try not to even think about him, as I am really trying to move on with my life.

And I know that Dharma will be pissed at me for saying this, but right after she received the email from you about the allegations, she came to my room, showed me the picture, and said, “Hey, I sent this pic to your ex, and now I’m getting in trouble for it.”

END PART 2

1. What follow-up questions, if any, do you have for Greg, Dharma, or Kitty?

2. Are there other witnesses/individuals you would want to be interviewed? Is there any information you believe you still need?

3. Evaluate the information presented and the credibility of the participants in this investigation.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the information provided thus far, do you believe Dharma is in violation of the Sexual Misconduct Policy? Why or why not?
